
J. R. George 
550 Kendy Drive 
Manheim PA 17545 

October 28, 2004 

Thank you for submitting the written description of the Swainson's Hawk from 
Second Mountain 13 October, 2002. The majority of the members of the committee felt that 
the description lacked sufficient details to place the record in Class III; an accepted sight 
record documented by one observer. This of course does not mean the bird was mis
identified, in fact, the committees most experienced hawk watcher felt the description was 
quite accurate in terms of shape and size or "jizz", perhaps the most important criteria for 
identifying migrating hawks. 

Identifying migrating hawks is as much art as science. Unfortunately the art is often 
lost when translated into written description. I have little doubt the bird was something 
other than a Swainson's but for the purposes of documentation, subtle distinctions in shape 
or size should ideally be further supported by plumage details. It was the lack of such details 
that most members cited for placing the record in Class IV-A or IV-B. Do bear in mind that 
regardless of how the record is categorized it is still a useful piece of the permanent record. 

Many thanks for taking the time to submit the description 
Sincerely 

Matt Sharp 
Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee. 
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Description of Sighting: (include size, shape, color patterns, song, call notes, behavior, and other 
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wings in the long upward tilt. Upon examining the bird we see the tail is to□ 
short and the white patch is actually on the sides and below the tail. It is 
not a rump patch a la Harrier but white at the sides and below the base of the 
tail a la some Red-tails. The bird makes a few very slow flaps, like those of 
a Great Blue Heron. The bird is identified as a Swains□n's Hawk. The 13th is 
not an unlucky day. 



Record No.: 186-01-2002 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Swainson's Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) 

Date of Sighting: 13 October 2002 to 13 October 2002 
Location: Second Mountain Hawkwatch 
County: LEBANON 
Observer(s): J. R. George, Tom Power, Richard Pohner 

Date of Submission: 2002 
Submitted by: J. R. George 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 

Class Class Member Class I Class II Abstain 
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IV-B IV-C 

G. Armistead X 
D. Heathcote )( . 
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R. Leberman >( 

M. Sharp X 
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